[Intestinal tuberculosis, a difficult suspected diagnosis].
Intestinal tuberculosis (ITB) is an always difficult clinical diagnosis; we must keep in mind it in the diagnosis of patients with abdominal pain, even without concomitant lung involvement. Seven patients with ITB were revised. Five patients were male and two female, with a mean age of 45 years; all of them presented abdominal pain. Ileocecal region was involved in 71.4% of the cases. Only one patient showed old specific pulmonary lesions radiologically. Neoplasia was the most frequent clinical presumption. ITB diagnosis was made only in one case, as first possibility. Histopathological examination revealed caseous granulomas in all the cases, with acid-alcohol resistant bacilli in 71.4% of them. We want to underline the need of thinking about ITB, in the clinical evaluation of in specific abdominal pain, above all in immunosuppressed patients, and to emphasize the importance of histopathologic findings in the final diagnosis of this entity.